France (for Ella and Eden)
Basic Information
Official Name: French Republic
Capital: Paris
Population: Approximately 68 million people
Official Language: French
Currency: Euro (€)
Government: Semi-presidential republic
National Motto: Liberty, Equality, Fraternity
Geography
Located in Western Europe.
Borders Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco, Spain, and Andorra.
Highest mountain: Mont Blanc in the Alps.
Major rivers: Seine, Loire, Rhône, and Garonne.
Flag and Meaning
The French flag has three vertical stripes: Blue, White, and Red.
Blue represents liberty and the city of Paris.
White traditionally represents the French monarchy.
Red represents bravery, strength, and the people of Paris.
Climate
France has several climate zones.
Oceanic climate in the west.
Continental climate in the east.
Mediterranean climate in the south.
Mountain climate in the Alps and Pyrenees.
Culture and Traditions
France is famous for art, fashion, literature, music, and cuisine.
French people celebrate Bastille Day on July 14.
Family meals and social gatherings are important cultural traditions.
France is known for museums, castles, and historic architecture.
Famous Foods
Croissants
Baguettes
Crêpes
Cheese
Macarons
Coq au Vin
Ratatouille
Tourist Attractions
Eiffel Tower
Louvre Museum
Palace of Versailles
Mont Saint-Michel
French Riviera
Notre-Dame Cathedral
Economy
One of the largest economies in Europe.
Major industries include aerospace, tourism, luxury goods, agriculture, and technology.
Education
Education is compulsory from ages 3 to 16.
France has many world-famous universities and research institutions.
Fun Facts
France is the most visited country in the world.
The Louvre is the world's most visited museum.
Over 1,000 types of cheese are produced in France.
The Eiffel Tower can grow slightly taller during hot weather because metal expands.
French was once the official language of England for about 300 years.
France introduced the metric system.
